[Atrial fibrillation in elderly patients].
Atrial fibrillation (AF) is the most common cardiac arrhythmia in elderly patients: its prevalence increases with age up to 6-8% in octogenarians. A cardiomyopathy is associated in 50%, hypertension in 60%. Severity is attributed to the risk of ischaemic stroke with rates increasing up to 7% per year after 75 years old. Quality of life is impaired and associated with numerous comorbidities in the elderly. Antiarrhythmic therapy is useful to slow down cardiac rate in AF. To reduce first or recurrent emboli, antithrombotic therapy is necessary, whatever the type of AF (paroxysmal or permanent). Anticoagulation is the current treatment modality in AF patients at high or intermediate risk, which is the case of most of the elderly patients. Major hemorrhage risk must be systematically evaluated.